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THE CHALLENGES OF DIVERSIFYING
THE SOURCES OF FUNDING FOR
HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
IN THE SULTANATE OF OMAN: A
FIELD STUDY

YASSER F. HENDAWY AL-MAHDY NESREN SALEH S. EL-DIN
MOHAMED A. LASHIN SALHA A. ISSAN
College of Education, Sultan Qaboos university

ABSTRACT _ The study aimed to identify the challenges facing higher education institutions in diversifying
their funding sources in The Sultanate of Oman from the point of view of a sample of their administrative
leaders. The study addressed legislative, human, technological, and financial challenges and identified the
differences in these challenges between governmental and private higher education institutions. The study
also covered the extent of the impact of the administrative leaders’ genders and kind of institutions on their
perception of these challenges and proposed mechanisms to resolve them. To answer the study questions,
the questionnaire was applied to reveal these challenges. The study revealed that many challenges are
financial, followed by legislative then technological and the least of which were human challenges. The
most prominent financial challenges are: the weak contribution of the private sector in financing of higher
education institutions, the lack of financial support from the local community, the lack of effectiveness of
investment units in achieving self-financing for their institutions, the weak benefits of Islamic endowment as
a source of funding, and lack of investment in buildings and facilities to achieve additional financial return.
The results also showed that there were no statistically significant differences in all challenge types
according to gender and type of institution. The study ended with a set of proposed mechanisms to face
these challenges and diversifying the sources of funding for higher education institutions in the Sultanate of
Oman.

KEY WORDS: Financing Higher Education, Diversification of Funding Sources, The Sultanate of Oman.
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