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Abstract

The Traditional Arab Grammarians (TAGs) (Sibawayhi 8th century) assigned some-
what similar terminology for the inflectional states of Standard Arabic (SA) verbs and
nouns. Verbs could be either marfu§ ‘Indicative’, mansub ‘Subjunctive’, majzum ‘Jussive,
or mabni ‘uninflected for mood’, making reference to so-called ‘mood’ endings. Like-
wise, nouns could be either marfu§ ‘Nominative, mansub ‘Accusative’, majrir ‘Genitive,,
or mabni ‘uninflected for case’, making reference to case endings. Thus, TAGs named
Ind-marked verbs and Nom-marked nouns marfitf, and Sub-marked verbs and Acc-
marked nouns mansiib, in reference to the morphological similarity between the rel-
evant nominal and verbal suffixes. Nonetheless, this similarity is observed between 10
out of the 14 sets of verbal and nominal suffixes in the Ind-Nom paradigm, and between
only 4 out of the 14 sets of verbal and nominal suffixes in the Sub-Acc paradigm. In
other words, the presumed morphological similarity in terms of suffixes is not perfect.
Therefore, this paper aims to show that, at some stage in word formation, the two sets
of verbal suffixes, indicative and subjunctive, are identical to the two sets of nominal
suffixes, Nom and Acc, respectively, for the verbs and nouns that encode the same num-
ber and gender features. After that stage, verbal forms undergo certain word formation
operations (feature movement and feature deletion) that affect their structure, result-
ing in the known surface forms. This account is based on a novel analysis of the SA
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I use the following abbreviations: Acc: accusative, d: dual, EV: epenthetic vowel, f: femi-
nine, Fut: future, Gen: genitive, Impf: imperfective, Impr: imperative, Ind: indicative, Interro:
interrogative, Juss: jussive, m: masculine, Neg: negative, Nom: nominative, p: plural, Prs:
present, Pst: past, s: singular, Sub: subjunctive, 1: 1st person, 2: 2nd person, 3: 3rd person.
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