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Abstract 
This paper comparatively tackles the problem of Occidentalism and its trends 

in contemporary Arab and Western usage of the term. It seeks to understand the 
constituents of foundational and reflexive Occidentalism, and to clarify the 
connection between the pragmatism of the term and its utility. The choice of this 
topic is due to the desire to explore the founding frameworks for Occidentalistic 
approaches in the global context. As for its importance, it lies in an attempt to 
conceal the theoretical and applied paths that Occidentalism took in Arab and 
Western thoughts. The paper analyzed the historical, intellectual and civilizational 
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context in which Occidentalistic approaches were formed, and examined the 
philosophical and theoretical foundations on which these approaches were based. 
The paper reached a set of results, the most important of which is that Occidentalism 
approach is not ideological, psychological, or nationalistic reactions to the 
hegemony of Western thought. It was formed as a descendant of post-colonial and 
postmodern critical reviews in the Western context despite repeated Western 
attempts to dwarf Occidentalism and make it lose any methodological or 
epistemological authenticity. The study also showed that Occidentalism has been 
misunderstood in contemporary Arab thought, since the first Arab theorizing of it 
with Hassan Hanafi, as Hanafi himself conside

The paper also showed that the Arab 
elites received Occidentalism with an exaggerated sacred aura, and considered it as a 
savior from Western hegemony, or they received it with much contempt and 
skepticism. In both Arab visions, Occidentalism was not accompanied by an 
implementing awareness, despite the large number of Arab theorizations of it.
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