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GERMAN CONTEMPORANOUS ORIENTALISM AND QURAN STUDIES: A
CRITIQUE OF CHRISTOPH LUXENBERG'’S ‘DIE SYRO-ARAMAISCHE LESART
DES KORAN’

OT Al &y ¥1=a5l ) 361,81 03T, 81 Slulydlly okt LY Gl i)

L3581 ¢ pannSd S gy S

Abstract | This paper tackles contemporaneous orientalist study of the Holy Quran. First, it
focused on the distinguishing features of orientalism and examined its most
important theories and analytical methods of colonial and postcolonial
orientalism. Then, it dealt with one exemplifying model of contemporary German
orientalism in the third millennium, namely "Die syro-aramdische Lesart des
Koran" (the Syrio-Aramaic Reading of the Quran) by Christoph Luxenberg. The
paper studied Luxenberg’s historical, linguistics and apologetic assumptions, and
discussed some of his ‘new interpretations’ of Quranic vernaculars. Among the
most important findings is that New Orientalism of the Holy Quran has not
changed either in terms of forms or content; as it has continued tackling the
same problematic of the early 18th century. Remarkably, orientalism has not
benefited from the systematic and cognitive developments that characterized
human sciences in the second half of the twentieth century.
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