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Abstract | This paper tackles the problematic relationship of reason and tradition in the
Islamic thought by analyzing one of the prominent Muslin thinkers in the 6th/
12th century, namely Ibn Rushd (Averroes). It focuses on the integrative
approach of reason and tradition that Ibn Rushd has established in Islamic
theology, philosophy and jurisprudence principles. It deciphers the ways that Ibn
Rushd has drawn to re-establish the rational thinking in Islam on strong legal
foundations, in interaction with Greek rational methodologies. The findings
include: the characteristic of the rational thinking in Islam related to its legal
tenet; rational sciences are important supports for the rooting of ijtihad and
innovation in the Islamic thought; and knowledge production is a dialectical-
reciprocal process. The awareness of such a fact may enhance the development
of contemporary Islamic thought.
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